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Introduction

• The new examination expectations in English, mathematics, 
science, history and geography

• Grade boundaries
• What is the best way to revise?
• Revision/support opportunities before, during and after school
• How parents can help us to ensure that all students achieve the 

grade they need for post 16 education, training or employment
• National Contingency Day- 26th June 2024



Year 11 Parents' Evening
• We would like to invite you to attend the Year 11 Parents’ Evening, which will be held on 

Thursday, 11th January from 4.00pm until 8.00pm.

• The evening will take place online, with video calls occurring between staff and parents. We 
would ask for your patience and support and hope you will be able to access the appointments 
without issue.

• In order to prepare for the Parents’ Evening, please read the following article, from School Cloud, 
which explains the logistics of the event: 
https://support.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/article/801-video-parents-how-to-attend-
appointments-over-video-call

• Please book your appointment slots with your child’s teachers using our School Cloud site: 
https://canterburyacademy.schoolcloud.co.uk/ . Appointment bookings will open on Wednesday, 
3rd January at 8am and will close on Wednesday, 10th January at 8pm. If you have any issues 
with accessing the appointment booking system, please email our administrator, Ms Mowbray, 
on: smowbray@canterbury.kent.sch.uk

https://support.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/article/801-video-parents-how-to-attend-appointments-over-video-call
https://support.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/article/801-video-parents-how-to-attend-appointments-over-video-call
https://canterburyacademy.schoolcloud.co.uk/
mailto:smowbray@canterbury.kent.sch.uk




Key dates
Date Activity

5th December 2023 Year 11 EBacc Information Evening

14th December 2023
Year 11 Assembly – Mock Examination Results

11th January 2024 Exam Busters and Year 11 Parents' Evening

5th February – 9th February 
2024

Year 11 Mock Examinations

12th February – 16th 
February 2024

Year 11 February Holiday Support sessions (schedule TBC)

19th February – 23rd 
February 2024

Year 11 Mock Examinations

12th March 2024 6th Form Open Evening 2

W/B 20th March 2024 Year 11 Mock Examination Results

23rd April 2024 Year 11 Parents’ Evening





Your password, is your school 
password.



How you access GCSEPod?

OPTION 1 – Via any browser on 
your computer, laptop, tablet or 
phone.  Just go to 
www.gcsepod.com 

OPTION 2 – Via the iPhone and 
Android apps which are free to 
download from the apple store 
and play store. 

http://www.gcsepod.com/






GCSE subjects

• Specification changes and dates known so far

• Details on what your child will be assessed on 

• How your child should use their Personalised Learning Checklists

• Useful revision materials and resources

• Online resources that will supplement their learning



English

HOME



Year 11 GCSE AQA 
English Language  

Exam Dates
Thursday 23rd May AM – Paper 1
Thursday 6th June AM – Paper 2

HOME



Paper 1: 50% (1 hour 45)

• Section A: Macbeth [40]
• 2 questions
• 1 extract and 1 theme

• Section B: Animal Farm [40] 
• 1 question

CLOSED BOOK

Paper 2/Unit 2: 50% (2 hours 15 minutes)

• Section A: Jekyll & Hyde [40]
• 2 questions
• 1 extract and 1 theme

• Section B: Conflict and Unseen 
Poetry [40]
• 1 questions on conflict from the 

anthology
• 1 question on two unseen poems

CLOSED BOOK

Year 11 GCSE 
Edexcel English Literature

HOME

Exam Dates
Monday 13th May AM – Paper 1
Monday 20th May AM – Paper 2



English Online Resources
• Mr.Bruff: www.mrbruff.com
• English GCSE Pod: www.gcsepod.com
• PixL English Literature App – PiXLit: https://englishapp.pixl.org.uk/
• BBC English Bitesize English Language AQA: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zcbchv4
• BBC English Bitesize English Literature Edexcel: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z2whg82

HOME

http://www.mrbruff.com/
http://www.gcsepod.com/
https://englishapp.pixl.org.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zcbchv4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z2whg82


Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6

AQA Language 
Paper 1 and Paper 2 

English Literature 
lessons

Edexcel Literature
Paper 1 and Paper 2

AQA Language 
Paper 1 and Paper 2

Edexcel Literature
Paper 1 and Paper 2

AQA Language 
Paper 1 and Paper 2

Edexcel Literature
Paper 1 and Paper 2

AQA Language 
Paper 1 and Paper 2

Year 11:
The Exam Countdown 

HOME

English After School Revision
Every Tuesday 3-4pm

Nova Building 700s



Homework Platforms

Sometimes we will ask you to complete 
homework tasks on GCSEPod.

Please make sure you are able to login to the 
platform.

This is a great resource for short videos from 
which you can take notes and develop your 
subject knowledge.

HOME



Term 2: AQA English 
Language Paper 1 Mock 
Personalised Learning 

Checklists 
PLCs 

Identifying areas to focus on and 
gaps in subject knowledge 

-Use the PLCs to address targets.
-Read teacher comments.

-Redraft responses in timed conditions.
- Complete past papers on your target 

questions. 

English Language Resources

Student Shared
English

KS4
Revision

Individual folders for each question

After each mock, students are given a PLC 
(personalised learning checklist). This 
identifies their strengths and areas of 

development. These should be used to 
target revision topics.

HOME



English Resources

• Attending Y11 revision sessions, Tuesday 3:00pm-4:00pm
• Wider reading (newspapers, books, articles etc.)
• Practice papers- PIT tasks based on papers completed in 

class.
• SPaG activities.
• Recapping subject terminology. 
• Revision guides from CGP: New GCSE English Language AQA. 

Revision Guide - for the Grade 9-1 course.
• Mr.Bruff: www.mrbruff.com 
• Collins: AQA English Language.  
• Examination homework- PIT based on peer assessment and 

teacher feedback.

HOME

http://www.mrbruff.com/


Mathematics

HOME



Year 11 GCSE
Mathematics

HOME

Paper 1 – Thursday 16th May

Paper 2 – Monday 3rd June

Paper 3 – Monday 10th June



Year 11 GCSE 
Mathematics

Thursday 16th May AM
Monday 3rd June AM
Monay 10th June AM

HOME



HOME

Term 2: 
Mathematics
Personalised 

Learning Checklists 
PLCs 

For each Math's Paper sat 
students will get a personalized 

list of red, amber and green 
topics.

A PIT task will be completed in 
lesson to address topics in which 

students did not achieve full 
marks.

All topics will be linked to Sparx 
Maths. Students can put these 

clip numbers into Sparx to target 
their red topics.



In partnership with Simon Langton Grammar School for Boys to provide

A grammar school band for boys and girls in a comprehensive school for all the talentsHOME



Mathematics Resources
• Using Sparx Maths to target Red topics and complete the 

Sparx Revision Checklist (on Satchel One).

• Attending Y11 revision sessions, Monday 3:00pm-4:00pm

• Practice papers – ask your maths teacher or complete online 
at onmaths.com or mathsgenie.co.uk

• In term 3 we will give every student a GCSE Revision 
Workbook and Revision Guide to support with their 
revision.

• Ask your teacher for help on topics you are unsure on.

HOME



Mathematics Online 
Resources

• Sparx Maths: https://sparxmaths.uk 
• Maths Genie: https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html
• Corbett Maths: https://corbettmaths.com/
• GCSE Pod
• On Maths: https://www.onmaths.com/
• Pearson Revise App
• BBC Bitesize (Edexcel): https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z9p3mnb

HOME

https://sparxmaths.uk
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html
https://corbettmaths.com/
https://www.onmaths.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z9p3mnb


Science

HOME



Topics

Biology

• Cell Biology
• Organisation
• Infection and Response
• Bioenergetics
• Homeostasis
• Inheritance, Variation 

and Evolution
• Ecology

HOME

Chemistry

• Atomic Structure and 
the Periodic Table

• Bonding, Structure and 
the Properties of Matter

• Quantitative Chemistry
• Chemical Changes
• Energy Changes
• Rates of Reaction
• Organic Chemistry
• Chemical Analysis
• Chemistry of the 

Atmosphere
• Using Resources

Physics

• Energy
• Electricity
• Particle Model of 

Matter
• Atomic Structure
• Forces
• Waves
• Magnetism and 

Electromagnetism
• Space Physics

Assessed in Paper 1
Assessed in Paper 2

Update (30th November)
DfE has also announced that, in 2024, students are not 
required to memorise formulae for GCSE mathematics 
and equations for GCSE physics and combined science.





Examinations

Year 11 AQA 
GCSE Science

HOME

Combined Science (2 GCSEs)
6 examinations in total
Each 70 marks
Each 16.67% of the total GCSE qualification
Each 1 hour 15 minutes

Separate Science (3 Separate GCSEs)
6 examinations in total (2x Biology, 2x 
Chemistry, 2x Physics)
Each 100 marks
Each 50% of their respective GCSE qualification
Each 1 hour 45 minutes



What are my GAPS?

Use the mock examination PLCs to help guide revision.

The PLCs (personalised learning 
checklists) help students to 

identify their strengths and areas of 
development. These should be used 

to best target revision topics. HOME

A 'Personal Improvement Task' will 
be completed in lesson to address 

topics in which students did not 
achieve full marks. This will help to 
close any learning gaps that they 

may have.

For each Science exam taken, 
students will receive a PLC 

(Personalised Learning Checklist) 
of red, amber and green topics.



Revision Guides

All students received a 
revision guide in Year 10

Those who excel in 
the Foundation Tier mock 

examinations can swap 
their revision guide for a 

Higher Tier one.

HOME



Online / Active Learning

All online resources below are ideal for revisiting classwork, or for reviewing topics.
Use your Personalised Learning Checklists to choose the areas to focus on.

https://www.gcsepod.com/

We have purchased individual accounts for students.
Login in with the 'sign in with Office365' button
Contains video tutorials and exam preparation resources.

HOME

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize

Free online access. No login required.
Contains summaries of all Science topics and key points to 
remember, including videos and practice tests.

Free online access. No login required.
NOT JUST FOR PHYSICS AND MATHS. Contains summaries of all 
Science topics and key points to remember, including videos 
and practice tests.https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/





The Canterbury Academy
A school for all the talents

In partnership with Simon Langton Grammar School for Boys to provide

A grammar school band for boys and girls in a comprehensive school for all the talents

Humanities

HOME



Geography
Paper One: 1 hour 30 minutes

 Physical

Paper Two: 1 hour 30 minutes
 Urban

Paper Three: 1 hour 30 minutes
 Fieldwork and Decision-making

HOME



PLCs What are my GAPS?

✓RAG your knowledge on the different topics, make sure 
you then act upon this with revision. Know geographical 
processes and case studies. You must be able to apply 
your knowledge and understanding using detailed 
examples and case studies.

✓Know and learn the geographical terminology (key 
terms). These are really important!

✓Make use of revision guides and revision materials given 
to you. Make sure any you use are for the AQA exam 
board, if you are not sure, ask your teacher.

✓Use Seneca

You should have logged in with a class code given to you by 
your Geography teacher. If you haven’t, see your teacher!

✓Learn from previous examination practice and keep on 
practicing examination questions!

After each mock, students are given a 
PLC (personalised learning checklist). 
This identifies their strengths and 
areas of development. These should 
be used to target revision topics.

HOME



Books and Revision Guides

HOME



Online / Active Learning Online textbook
Kerboodle.com

HOME

Seneca.com



Geography Revision Sessions

Friday
3pm-4pm

➢ Mr Spencer 
(Room 75)

❑ These run every week 
❑ Great opportunity to: 

✓ recap knowledge from the course.
✓ practise and develop your ability 

to answer exam questions.
✓ develop confidence by knowing 

what you know and being able to 
apply what you know.

HOME



Online / Active Learning

Step 2: Scroll down to find: 

GCSE
Geography 

Step 3: Click on digital book

Step 1: See previous slide 

HOME

https://www.kerboodle.com/users/login?user_return_to=/app


History
Paper One: 2 hours
  Conflict and Tension in Asia

 Germany 1890-1945

Paper Two: 2 hours
  Britain: Health and the People
  Norman England 

HOME



PLCs What are my GAPS?

✓RAG your knowledge on the different topics. Make 
sure you then act upon this with revision. You must 
be able to apply your knowledge and understanding 
using detailed examples of events / people / places.

✓Know and learn your key terms. These are really 
important!

✓Make use of revision guides and revision materials 
given to you. Make sure they are for the AQA exam 
board. If you are not sure, ask your teacher.

✓Use Kerboodle

You should have logged in with a code given to you by 
your History teacher. If you haven’t, see your teacher!

✓Learn from previous examination practice and keep 
on practicing examination questions!

After each mock, students are given a 
PLC (personalised learning checklist). 
This identifies their strengths and 
areas of development. These should 
be used to target revision topics. HOME



Books and Revision Guides

HOME



Online / Active Learning

HOME

Online textbook
Kerboodle.com

Seneca.com



Online / Active Learning

Step 2: Scroll down to find: 

History GCSE 

Step 3: Click on the book 
you want.

Step 1: See previous slide 

HOME

https://www.kerboodle.com/users/login?user_return_to=/app


History
Friday

3pm-4pm
➢ Mr Mathews

(Room 207)

❑ These run every week 
❑ Great opportunity to: 
✓ recap what you have learnt 

that week.
✓ work on those gaps you have 

spotted by using your PLCs.
✓ ask the questions that have 

come out of revision.

Revision Sessions

HOME



RE
Paper One: 1hr 45mins

 Study of Religions

Paper Two : 1hr 45mins
  Thematic Studies

HOME



PLCs What are my GAPS?

✓RAG your knowledge on the different topics, make sure 
you then act upon this with revision. You must be able to 
apply your knowledge and understanding using detailed 
examples of beliefs and practices.

✓Know and learn your key terms. These are really 
important!

✓Make use of revision guides and revision materials given 
to you. Make sure they are for the AQA exam board. If 
you are not sure, ask your teacher.

✓Use Kerboodle

You should have logged in with a code given to you by your 
teacher. If you haven’t, see your teacher!

✓Learn from previous examination practice and keep on 
practicing examination questions!

Islam Red Amber Green Revised

Beliefs

Oneness of God 

Beliefs of Sunni Islam and Shi’a Islam

Nature of God

Angels

Predestination

Life after death

Prophethood: Adam and Ibrahim 

Muhammad and the Imamate

Holy books

Practices

Five Pillars, Ten Obligatory Acts, 

Shahadah: declaration of faith

Salah: daily prayers

Sawm: fasting during Ramadan

Zakah: giving to charity

Hajj: Pilgrimage

Jihad

Festivals of Id-ul-Fitr and Id-ul-Adha

Festival of Ashura

After each mock, students are given a 
PLC (personalised learning checklist). 
This identifies their strengths and 
areas of development. These should 
be used to target revision topics. HOME



Online / Active Learning

Step 2: Scroll down to find

RE GCSE 

Step 3: Click on digital book: 

Step 1: See previous slide 

HOME

https://www.kerboodle.com/users/login?user_return_to=/app


Books and Revision Guides

HOME



Online / Active Learning

HOME

Online textbook
Kerboodle.com

Seneca.com



Revision Sessions

RE
Monday B 3pm-4pm
➢ Mr Oliver
  (Room 205)

❑ These run every week 
❑ Great opportunity to:
✓ recap what you have learnt 

that week.
✓ work on those gaps you 

have spotted by using your 
PLCs.

✓ ask the questions that have 
come out of revision.

HOME



Miss Phillips- Head of Year 11











Dealing with exams
• Dealing with exams:

• Support- Even though you may be terrified about the exams too, this is a really tough 
time for lots of children.

• Expert advice says:

• The main thing children need when they are revising is peace, calm and stability at 
home. They already have enough worries at school and pressure revising.

• Link: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/1XBlNWwvl3wYrHb9hGDTPCl/top-
tips-for-parents-from-the-mind-set-experts

https://cantacad.sharepoint.com/:v:/r/sites/DoTLSharepoint/Shared%20Documents/PiXL%20-%20Dealing%20with%20Exams.mp4?csf=1&web=1&e=HdHisG
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/1XBlNWwvl3wYrHb9hGDTPCl/top-tips-for-parents-from-the-mind-set-experts
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/1XBlNWwvl3wYrHb9hGDTPCl/top-tips-for-parents-from-the-mind-set-experts
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/1XBlNWwvl3wYrHb9hGDTPCl/top-tips-for-parents-from-the-mind-set-experts






Link: https://www.place2be.org.uk/exams?gclid=EAI
aIQobChMIrs2n34L2ggMVt4BQBh2frAfGEAAYASAA
EgLRsvD_BwE

https://www.place2be.org.uk/exams?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIrs2n34L2ggMVt4BQBh2frAfGEAAYASAAEgLRsvD_BwE
https://www.place2be.org.uk/exams?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIrs2n34L2ggMVt4BQBh2frAfGEAAYASAAEgLRsvD_BwE
https://www.place2be.org.uk/exams?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIrs2n34L2ggMVt4BQBh2frAfGEAAYASAAEgLRsvD_BwE
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