
 

 
 
 

GCSE student revision guide 



Check the following 

information carefully for 

accuracy: 

Your name and personal 

details (including date of 

birth). 

Your name as it will appear on 

any certificates. 

The subjects and units that you 

have been entered for are 

complete and correct. 

Note any examinations 

timetabled in the same session 

(make sure that you know the 

arrangements made for you to 

take any examinations 

timetabled in the same session 

by contacting the 

Examinations Officer). 

Report any errors or omissions 

in any of the above 

information to the Exams 

Office, as soon as possible. 

Note the date, start time and 

duration of each examination. 

Where the date ‘TBA’ appears 

(this means ‘To be arranged’), 

you will need to check the 

main examination timetable 

for these arrangements or 

check with your subject 

teacher. . 

You must attend examinations 

at the dates and times given.  

Non-attendance without a 

valid reason will result in you 

being charged the exam entry 

fee. 

Make sure you have made 

alternative arrangements for 

transport to and from school 

to arrive in time for morning 

exams (before 8.45am) and to 

get home at the end of your exam.  

Exam durations are shown on the 

timetables. 

 

Read and abide by the ‘Notice to 

Candidates’ with regard to the 

conduct of both examinations and 

coursework. 

Only water may be brought into 

the exam room.  It must have a 

sports cap – no other tops will be 

allowed (this is because of the risk 

of spilling the drink).  The label 

must be removed. 

Regularly review the information 

on the ‘Exams Notice Board’ for 

exam room location and clash 

arrangements.  For further 

information or advice contact the 

Exams Office or Mr J Brooke. 

jbrooke@xcanterbury.kent.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT  
NOTES 

 You should now have received your exam 
entry sheets showing all the subjects for 

which you have been entered.  Ensure that 
you read, understand and act upon the 

following guidance notes. 

mailto:jbrooke@xcanterbury.kent.sch.uk


Different techniques work better for different people! 

REVISION  

TECHNIQUES 

REMEMBER 
 

To understand how to revise in a way 
 that is best for you. 

 
To practice revising ‘Better Not Harder’. 

 
To learn brain friendly revision techniques. 



 

1. Read through your books. 
 

2. If you do not understand something, ask 
somebody. 

 
3. Choose the memory tricks that work best 

for you. 
 

4. Create posters to help you to organise 
information. 

 
5. Create cards with key points and 

practise. 
 

6. Use past papers to practise answering 
questions. 

When revising 
you could do the 

following 
 
 



 

 

• 

Your own notes 

are best 

Whilst revision guides can be 
useful, the more you personalise 
your revision the more effective it 
will be. The notes YOU make are 
best. 
 
The process of making the notes is 
part of your revision and once you 
“own” the work you will find it is 
easier to remember. 



 

 

Chunking 
 
 

Chunking is breaking up a big piece of 
information into smaller chunks rather like steps 
in a ladder.  It can be used for numbers and 
words.  Often students use bullet points to 
break up information. 
 
Try to remember this by breaking it up into 
chunks: 
 
The average person can take in four numbers or 
words at a time, can concentrate on revision for 
a maximum of 45 minutes at a time and 
remembers information best shortly before 
bedtime. 
 
CHUNKED 
 

• Remember 4 words/numbers at a time 

• Revision max 45 mins 

• Remember best before bedtime 
 



Mnemonics 
 

Mnemonics helps you to remember by 
using short words that stand for something.  
Here is a mnemonic for  
the word REVISION: 

R 
E 
V 
I 
S 
I 
O 
N 

 
 

est  

xercise 

ariety 

magination 

tructure 

ndividual 
 

ngoing 

ot too long 

Mnemonics can be used in a fun way to help 
your memory as shown above for spelling and 

below for remembering the compass points. 



 

Association 
 
 

Association is another method which can help  
your memory, because it uses the power of your 
imagination and your own particular knowledge.  
The idea is to link objects and ideas to each other 
in the craziest way possible. 
 
‘Mind Maps’ (also called spider diagrams) are 
good for remembering topics and sub-topics, such 
as characters in a book.   
 
On the other hand, concept maps are good for 
remembering items where the order is important, 
such as the storyline (plot). 
 



  

Mind Maps 
 

Imagine a Mind Map like a giant spider’s web, with all the ideas around it.  
The spider (or main idea) is in the middle and everything is around it.  The 
most important ideas are in the middle and the sub-topics go out further and 
further. 



 

Spider Diagrams 
Concept Map 

 
 

Now imagine that a spider’s web is falling down 
and turning into some kind of weird chain with 
the words ‘Concept Map’ on it.   
 
The spider can go backwards and forwards and 
round so he knows how ideas connect, but there 
are no sub-topics. 



Revision Cards 
Two ways to practise with cards: 

 
1. Put several questions on one side and the answers on the back, but try to 

remember them all before you check the answers. 
 

2. Use a card or piece of paper and move down to reveal answers as you guess 
the contents: READ, COVER IT UP, TEST YOURSELF 



 

You can use a variety of methods to practise: 

• Revision cards 

• Past papers 

• Quizzes 

• Games 
 
 

Practise Options 
 
 

Practise, Practise, Practise 



Rote Learning 
Learning by rote is simply reading the text over and over until you remember it. 
It is the most basic kind of revision, but without the help of other techniques 
may not be very effective and it can be very boring. 

 
Students with excellent auditory memories can learn effectively this way. 

Read it again, and again, and again, and again, and again, and again … 

Read it again, and again, and 
again, and again, and again, 

and again … 

Read it again, and again, 
and again, and again, and 

again, and again … 

Read it again, and again, and 
again, and again … 



 

Brain Friendly Revision 

 
 

• You remember the words at the beginning and 
at the end, it’s the ones in the middle that get 
lost – why? 

• It helps to make categories of words in your 
mind – colours, modes of transport, moods etc. 

• It helps to make links or associations – fish, 
chips, peas, salt and vinegar 

• It helps if words are repeated – e.g. ‘the’ 

• Some words stand out 

• Some words have strong emotions attached to 
them, e.g. ‘exams’ 

 
 



• Have a look through your notes/books and order or sequence the notes.  
Place them in a logical sequence so you can see how things progress.  You 
may find a more logical way of remembering things. 

• Make lists and bullet point or number them. 

Read your revision notes out loud to a particular rhythm – this could be set by 
music playing in the background or tapping your foot or by walking calmly and 
steadily.  This is a sort of walk and talk. 

Order and Sequence 

Reading Aloud 



 

Question and Answer 
 
 Devise questions and answers about a 

topic for other people and quiz each 
other. 
 
You could think of doing a “Who wants to 
be a Millionaire” game where the 
questions are graded according to the 
difficulty you choose. 
 

Key Words 
 
 Change key words in the topic for pictures or 

symbols or abbreviations and use those in your 
revision. 
 



Write information on post-it notes and place them on the wall, door, large 
sheets of paper etc.  You can then re-arrange them according to a variety of 
ideas: 
 

• Group various things together 

• Organize them into what you know and don’t know 

• Rearrange as you learn more 

• Follow trends or themes 

Post-it notes 

Why?  Where?  When?  What? 

• Ask questions before you revise 
anything.  Think about the topic to 
be studied and take some time out 
to think about the questions you 
would like to have someone answer 
for you.  Write them down and as 
you read through your notes jot 
down any answers you find. 

 

• The brain likes looking for answers.  
Go and get help for any answers you 
do not find. 

Questions 



 

• Make good use of drawings/diagrams 
in your revision. 

• Use different colours, e.g. put all the 
important words in red. 

• Replace key words, ideas, 
people/places with pictures. 

• Create and put posters up around 
your home. 

 

Recording 
 
 Make a recording for you to revise from.  It 

could be you reading your notes out loud.  It 
could be you singing your notes. Use any 
recording device, a mobile phone, tablet or 
computer. 
 
It could be you reading then stopping to 
summarise what you have read (key words, 
ideas, phrases, quotations), or asking 
questions on what you have covered. 
 
Listen to the recording as you lie in bed, 
walk to school, travel on the bus etc. 
 
 

Visuals 
 
 



• As you read through the work in your 
exercise book underline key words. 

• You could come up with a predicted 
list before you start or you could make 
a list of the key words at the end. 

• You could underline in different 
colours, patterns or lines like wiggly, 
thick etc. 

• As you read through your notes 
use different colour highlighters to 
pick out key words, themes, ideas, 
points etc.  You could try a 
different colour for each theme or 
topic. 

 

• There are revision websites where 
you can read revision notes and 
highlight as you go.   

 

• You can use very small post-it 
notes to highlight things as you go 
along. 

Underlining 

Highlighters 



 

• Re-write the topic in your own words.   

• Find out why you are learning it – then make 
it interesting for you. 

 

Once you have learned something 
give yourself a treat.   
 
Go out with some friends for an 
hour, watch TV but only once you 
have reached your revision target. 
 

Re-write  
 
 

Rewards 
 
 



Exam Tips 
     Meals 

 
 

• Make sure you have something to eat and drink before an examination.  If 
you require lunch at the academy and your examination starts early, make 
sure the examinations officer knows well in advance (at least a week) so 
arrangements with the canteen can be made. 

 

• Make the most of your short-term memory.  Remind yourself of the 10 most 
important facts whilst waiting to go into the exam and if you have time, write 
them down as soon as you are allowed to pick up a pen. 

 



Equipment 
You are expected to provide your own equipment. This must include BLACK pens, 
pencil, ruler, and eraser. For science this should include a calculator and for maths 
exams this should include a calculator, a compass and a protractor.  
All examinations should be completed using only BLACK INK unless otherwise 
stated. 
  
Diagrams and drawings should be completed using pencil as should multiple-
choice papers. 
  
English texts will be provided as will anthologies.  
 
Where possible, the academy will provide dictionaries for students for whom 
English is not their first language and for which the examination boards have 
agreed such provision. 
  
NO TIPPEX or other white fluid is permitted in any examination.  
Only clear pencil cases, or plastic bags, will be allowed in the examination room.  
 



 

Exam Information Guide 
 
 

• Subject teachers are available to assist in the preparation for your 
examinations. Ask about what topics are needed for each paper.  

• Extra lessons may be available during lunchtime, at the end of the 
academy day or at the weekend. Find out about these and attend them.  

• When you are given a timetable for your examinations check it carefully. 
Make sure you have the right examinations at the right level. Make sure 
your personal details are correct. It should have your legal name and not a 
name you are known as. Remember that the certificates are your proof of a 
qualification so the correct name is important.  

• If there is anything you are unsure about, ask!  

• Take the examination timetable home and pin it up somewhere you will 
see it every day. Highlight the sessions you need to be in the academy.  

 

Preparing for your 
exams  

Sitting examinations  You are required to be in full academy uniform for all examinations.  

• Check your examination timetable every evening to make sure you know 
whether you have an examination the following day.  

• Prepare what you need for the examination the evening before. Pack your 
equipment, ensuring you have all you need. (You should have at least 2 
black pens, in case one runs out.) If it is a mathematics or science 
examination you should have your own calculator.  

• Make sure you go to bed early; you will not do your best if you are tired.  

• Make sure you have something to eat and drink before the examination; 
you will not do your best if you are hungry.  

• Make sure you know where you are sitting in the hall. There will be a 
seating plan outside the examination room; you should check this for every 
exam as you will not be in the same seat each time.  

• Each examination has a set start time and a cut off time after which 
candidates cannot enter. If you are late you may not get extra time.  

 



 

Exam Information Guide 
   /continued 

 
 

Morning examinations will start as soon after 08:30 as possible; make sure you are 
in the academy in plenty of time. A late arrival does not put you in the right frame 
of mind to do your best.  

Afternoon examination start times will vary according to how long the examination 
is. The exact start time will be on the examination timetable you receive. Be aware 
that some will need to start as early as 12:45 hours in order to be finished by the 
end of the academy day. We will endeavour to complete by 15:15 hours, but this 
will be dependent on all students arriving early so we can start on time.  

Make sure you visit the toilet before entering an examination room; you will only 
be allowed out in a real emergency and will need to be escorted by an invigilator.  

When in an examination, you must remain silent at all times, facing the front of the 
room. Any indication of an attempt to communicate with other candidates may 
result in papers being cancelled.  

If you have any query during the examination, raise your hand to attract the 
attention of the invigilator then ask.  

If you drop equipment on the floor, raise your hand and wait for an invigilator to 
pick it up.  

 

 

Sitting 
examinations  
 

Common 
questions and 
answers  
 

What happens if I am late?  

Each examination has a set start time. Do everything you can to be on time, if 
possible be early. If you are going to be late try to let the academy know. When you 
arrive go straight to the examination room. Provided you arrive within the allocated 
window of time you will be allowed to enter. You will not be allowed extra time.  

I am not sure whether I need a calculator or not.  

Check with subject staff in advance. They should know whether a calculator is 
permitted or not. If in doubt put it in your bag anyway.  

The person sitting next to me is distracting me!  

Put up your hand and tell the invigilator. They will deal with it for you. DO NOT be 
tempted to speak to the candidate alone as it will jeopardise your papers. 

What if I get thirsty?  

You may take a bottle of water in with you but it must be a clear bottle with no 
writing on it. You are advised to keep it on the floor to minimize the likelihood of 
spilling water on your paper.  

  

 

 

 



 

Exam Information Guide 
  /continued 

 
 

Common 
questions and 
answers  

Why do I need a black pen?  

Many of the papers are now sent electronically to the markers and black ink gives 
the clearest copies for this process. You need your work to be as easily read as 
possible.  

How do I know what to do in the examination?  

The instructions will be on the front of the paper and you will be given time at the 
start of the examination to read these. Make sure you know how many questions 
to do. If the paper is in different sections make sure you know how many 
questions from each section and the time recommendations. If there are specific 
instructions, such as the correcting of answers in science and mathematics, make 
sure you know the level of accuracy required. You should have done practice 
papers with your teachers so should be familiar with what is required.  

What happens if I feel unwell before or in an examination?  

Tell the invigilator. It may be possible to move your seat to near a door if you are 
likely to need to go out. If you do have to go out an invigilator will need to 
accompany you. It may be necessary for you to obtain a medical certificate in 
order that special consideration can be applied for. The examinations officer will 
advise you on this.  

I overslept and will be late for my examination.  Should I stay at home?  

NO! Call the academy immediately and you will be given advice. You do need to 
get in as quickly as possible.  

I have finished my examination early. Can I leave and go home?  

NO! The academy does not allow students to leave the examination room early. 
The amount of time allocated to each examination is the amount of time it should 
take to complete it. If you finish, check through your answers, make sure you have 
answered the correct number of questions from the right sections.  

What is isolation?  

This is a term used by the examination boards when a student needs to be kept 
out of contact with others; usually because they have a clash of examinations. You 
will be supervised and will not be allowed access to mobile phones etc.  

What are extra time, readers, scribes for?  

Some students are recognised as needing additional support to complete their 
examinations. This is applied for in advance and can take many forms. The most 
common of these is extra time. Students given this can use it if needed to 
complete each paper.  

 

 

 

 



 

Parents  
How can I make a difference? 

 
 

Many parents feel at a loss when their children enter their examination years, 
known in school as Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11), confused by the complicated 
systems of choosing subjects and courses (GCSEs, vocational GCSEs, OCR 
Nationals, BTECs – just some of the options available), coursework, entry tiers, 
modular exams and practical assessments. 

If you feel like this, you are not alone! The exam system has changed greatly over 
the past few years, and is continuing to change, and sometimes it feels as if it is 
best just to let the ‘experts’ support your child.  

But your involvement during these crucial years can make an enormous difference 
– the difference between success and failure. 

Parental support is eight times more important in determining a child’s academic 
success than social class, according to a new study. The Campaign for Learning 
found that parental involvement in a child’s education can mean the difference 
between an A* and an ‘also-ran’ at GCSE. (TES, 10 October 2003).  

 

 

 



  

 

Subject Specific Revision Info 
 
 

Please use the following information as a guide for revising specific topics in each 
subject area.  Below is a list of useful websites to assist with your revision. 

 
Wikipedia 
http://en.wikipedia.org 
This website says what it does on the tin - "the free encyclopaedia that anyone can 
edit."  

BBC GCSE Bitesize  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize  
BBC Bitesize is a well-publicised, well-known thorough revision guide. It offers 
revision for every GCSE subject, and mock exams.  
 

Learn things  
http://www.learn.co.uk/  
Learnthings is a service from the Guardian. It requires subscription to the premi- 
um service to really utilise it, but there is a free trial available. 
Take out the free trial, and see if you can utilise some of the massive database of 
information.  
 

Onion Street Revision Tips  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/communities/onionstreet/skills  
BBC Onion Street offers revision tips, advice, and skills.  
 

S-Cool  
http://www.s-cool.co.uk  
S-Cool is a similar website to BBC Bitesize, offering revision for every GCSE and A 
Level Subject.  
 

Schools Net Revision  
http://www.schoolsnet.co.uk/revision  
Schools Net also offers a revision website, similar to BBC Bitesize and S-Cool, 
although with less material. Worth a visit if you are preparing for exams.  
 

BBC SkillsWise  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise  
This BBC website offers tests and technique information to teach a certain skill to 
you, ranging from listening, to fractions.  

 

 

 

 

 

Useful Websites  



 

 

 

               AQA English Language GCSE 

 
 • English Language AQA Complete Revision & Practice - £5.99 

• English Language AQA Workbook - for the Grade 9-1 - £5.99 

• AQA GCSE (9-1) English Language Model Answer Workbook – £5.99 

 

 

 

•  

 

 

 

Revision Books  

Revision Tips  • Read short stories and consider the possible inferences available in the 

implicit meaning. 

• Read non-fiction articles from broadsheet newspapers or internet sites on 

topical issues. Consider how they use language to show their perspectives 

and devices to impact the audience.   

• Read and reattempt your previous Year 11 mock papers and class work 

acting upon teacher feedback and advice.  

• Access on Moodle  for 10 videos, intervention tasks and past papers. 

• Attend lunchtime, afterschool and half term revision sessions. 

 

 

 

 

Useful Websites  Focus on ‘Reading’ and ‘Writing’ on this website. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english/ 

 

 

 

 

 

               Edexcel English Literature GCSE 

 
 

• Macbeth: York Notes for GCSE (9-1) Workbook - £4.61 

• Animal Farm: York Notes for GCSE (9-1) Workbook - £5.99 

• Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde Workbook (includes answers) - £5.99 

• Edexcel Poetry Guide: Conflict Anthology - £5.99 

• English Literature Edexcel Unseen Poetry Guide - £5.99 

•  

•  

•  

• CGP Edexcel Poetry Guide: Conflict Anthology - £5.95  

•  ‘Animal Farm York Notes for GCSE – £5.99 

• ‘Of Mice and Men’ York Notes for GCSE £5.99. 

 

 

 

Revision Books  

Revision Tips  
• Create essay plans on characters, themes and extracts from your chosen 

texts.  

• Create character profiles. 

• Revise key quotations from the texts, or about the texts.   

• Practise essays in timed conditions (30-40 minutes).   

• Regularly use PiXLit  

• Access on Moodle the PiXL KnowIT literature mats, intervention tasks and 

past papers. 

• Attend lunchtime, afterschool and half term revision sessions. 

•  

Useful Websites  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/prosemicemen 
Bitesize guide 
http://www.glencoe.com/sec/literature/litlibrary/animalfarm.html 
Free PDF guide on Animal Farm.  

  

No websites available for ‘Hobson’s Choice’ and the poetry of Wendy Cope I 

am afraid!   

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/prosemicemen
http://www.glencoe.com/sec/literature/litlibrary/animalfarm.html


PiXLit App – Free Online 

https://englishapp.pixl.org.uk/ 

The PiXLit app is an online assessment system that identifies students strengths and areas to develop with Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, 
Animal Farm, Macbeth and Poetry. Strengthen students’ understanding of selected texts by engaging in a range of interactive 
activities that revolve around character learning, quotation learning, events and happenings, and terminology. Students will need a 
username and password which they can obtain from their English teacher. Attached to this letter is a user guide for student access 
to the programme. 

Mr Bruff – Free Online 

Mr Bruff is an English teacher blogger with over 16 million views and 100,000 subscribers on YouTube. His guide, contains 
everything you need to know about the new GCSE English Language and Literature exams. 

Podcast http://mrbruff.com/mrbruffpodcast/          YouTube Channel – Free Online  https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff 

 

PiXLit App  

LOGGING IN AS A STUDENT 

1) Download the ‘PiXLit’ app 
2)  Login using the following details 

 

School id: (Place PiXL username here)  

User name: Surname and first initial 

Password: Surname and first initial 

 

3) Log in to the PiXLit 
4) Click on ‘Design a test’, ‘Please select a book’, ‘Macbeth’, 

‘Character learning’, ‘Act 1’, ‘Begin Test’ and then go for it and 
answer the question. 

5) Click ‘Mark all’ 
 

Get a written report 
showing how well 
you know the text. 

How far will your 
PiXL counters climb? 

 

 

1) Full coverage of all the texts required at GCSE. 
2) YOU ARE IN CONTROL.  You have access to everything and can complete anything whenever is good for you. 
3) Independent learning and improvement. 
4) You can analyse both your progress so far this year using the electronic assessments. 

5) A great visual tracking system to show you how well you are progressing

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://englishapp.pixl.org.uk/
http://mrbruff.com/mrbruffpodcast/
https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff


               
 

 

KS3 

Years 9 

 

Topic 

Overview  

Essential 

Equipment 

 
 

 

KS4 

Years 10 and 

11 

 

Topic  

Overview  

Moodle 

VLE  

 

               Edexcel Mathematics GCSE 
 

 
The Revise Edexcel GCSE ( 9 – 1) Revision Guide and Revision 
Workbook will be given to you in your lessons in Term 3. If you want to 
purchase the Practice Papers Plus+ you can do so from 
Amazon/WHSmith.  
 

Revision Books  

Foundation : 
 

 

 

 

 

Higher: 

Revision Tips - Use your personal Hegarty RAG sheets 
from your Past Mock Examinations. 
Target the Red topics first.  

- See the Hegarty Checklists that your 
teachers have uploaded on SMHW for 
you.  

- Create flash cards with key topics and 
model answers from papers 

 

 

 



 

             Edxcel Mathematics 
GCSE 

 
 

Useful websites 
(In Addition to 
Hegarty Maths):  

On Maths 

https://www.onmaths.com/  

Predicted Papers: You can select any of the predicted papers from 
the Edexcel Exam Board on this website. You will be able to work 
through a paper having each question marked immediately giving 
you a grade based on the marks you accumalte. Make sure to have 
some paper to show working out.  

Topic Busters: If there is a particular topic you need to revise you can 
go to topic busters and complete a bespoke quiz on here for you.  

Mini Mocks: If you want to do a short GCSE style paper complete any 
from this part of the website.  

Demons: This is for anyone doing Higher who wants to stretch 
themselves to target Grade 7, 8, 9 questions.  

 

Pearson Revise App  

You can download this app to your phone. It gives you access to an 
online version of the revision guide you will be given in Term 3 with 
accompanying self-marking quizzes.  

If you need further help there are revision videos attached to guide 
you through.  

https://corbettmaths.com  

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk 

https://mathsbot.com  

https://diagnosticquestions.com (available as an app) 

 

 

 

https://www.onmaths.com/


  
 

Essential 
Equipment  

Casio fx-83GT or fx-83GTX calculator £7  
Most supermarkets/WH Smith 
 
Geometry Set £1 - £3 
WH Smith/Poundland/Student Reception 
 
 

               Edexcel Mathematics GCSE  
 
 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

   

 

 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science   

 
https://www.gcsepod.com 

    

https://www.my-gcsescience.com 

    
https://www.educake.co.uk 

     

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z8r997h 

 

               AQA Science GCSE 
 
 

Revision Books  

Revision Tips  

Useful Websites  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Year 

Group 
Topic 

Science 

Discipline 

7 

Acid 

reactions 

and 

reproduction 

Chemistry 

and 

Biology 

7 
Electricity 

and energy 
Physics 

7 

Classification 

and 

differences 

Biology 

8 

Heating, 

cooling and 

forces 

Physics 

8 

Inside 

materials, 

people and 

environment 

Biology 

8 
Shaping life 

and rocks 

Biology 

and 

Chemistry 

 

All students will be issued with a CGP revision 
guide with integrated exam questions.  This is the 
perfect companion to Grade 9-1 AQA GCSE 
Combined Science course.  

The revision guide explains the entire course 
clearly and concisely, with brilliant coverage of 
the required practicals, maths skills and Working 
Scientifically. Each page is rounded off with 
practice exam questions to help consolidate what 
students have learned; providing further 
opporutunity for all    students to gain useful 
experience         answering exam questions 
independently. 

Alternatives are available to all students who are 
completing the separate sciences. 

 1) Using your Personal Learning Checklist, and your revision book, review your 
areas for development and focus specifically on subject knowledge and 
recall of key facts and equations.  

2) Using flashcards is a helpful way to learn by constantly exposing yourself to 
the content. CGP now produce ready-made cards to speed up the process.  

3) Answering exam questions. Using the questions in your revision guide or 
from past papers, found on the AQA website, ensure you are testing your 
understanding independently, then checking againt the mark scheme. 

 

The websites below are all extremely useful and provide access to a variety of 
resource such as, revision videos, quizzes, exam questions, as well as providing 
information regarding the GCSE.  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science
https://www.gcsepod.com/
https://www.my-gcsescience.com/
https://www.educake.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z8r997h


 

  

 

               MFL Modern Foreign Languages 
 
 

KS4 
Revision Books  

Useful Websites  

Any Key Stage 3 Revision Book 
CGP/Collins £3 - £4 available from  
Amazon/WH Smith/Waterstones/ 
MFL Faculty 
 
Bilingual dictionary  
£7 available from WH 
Smith/Waterstones/MFL Faculty 
 
Mary Glasgow magazines subscription 
£10 MFL Faculty 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Linguascope 
https://www.linguascope.com 
 
Login details – Username: ‘canterbury’  
                          Password: ‘global’ 
 
BBC Bitesize 
 
 
Sky Channel 975/TV5: Sky Channel 799 
 
 
 
Past papers 
Revision notes 
Learning Practice 
Qualification Practice 
Learning mats 
 
Use student login for access to all information 
 

 

 

 

 

 

TV Channel  

 
 

 
 
Past papers 

Revision notes 
Learning Practice 

Qualification Practice 
Learning mats 

 
Use student login for access to all information 

https://www.linguascope.com/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/KS3-French-Revision-Guide-Collins/dp/0007562845/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1406886819&sr=1-1&keywords=Collins+French+Revision
http://maryglasgowplus.com/subscribe/english


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

               AQA Geography GCSE 
 

Revision Books  

Useful Websites  

Topics  

 

Students have been given a Revision 
workbook to support their revision which 
they are completing as part of their 
homework schedule.  

To support this there are lots of revision 
guides available – these need to be aligned 
to AQA GCSE Geography. Pearson produce 
a revision guide (see image) which 
compliments the revision workbook and is 
priced at £5.99 

 

 

Students should already be accessing the 
Seneca revision website (if students have 
been unable to log on they should speak to 
their Geography teacher) 

https://app.senecalearning.com/login 

BBC bitesize is also a good revision site but 
students should make sure they are using 
AQA part of bitesize. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs
/zy3ptyc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3 

The challenge of 

natural hazards 

The living world 

Physical landscapes in 

the UK 

 

Urban issues and 

challenges 

Changing economic 

world  

The challenge of 

resource management 

Fieldwork 

Decision making 

exercise 

 

 

 

 

https://app.senecalearning.com/login
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zy3ptyc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zy3ptyc


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

                AQA History GCSE  
 
 

Examinations: 

• Paper 1:  

Section A - Democracy and Dictatorship in Germany 

Section B - Conflict in Asia 

• Paper 2:  

Section A - Health of the People 

Section B - Norman England (Won’t be examined in summer of 

2022)  
Useful Website 

www.kerboodle.com 

Student’s who’re unsure of log in  

can speak with their teacher for support 

 

 

 

Revision Books 
and useful 
websites  

Please use the My Revision Notes: AQA GCSE (9-1) 

Tips: 

1) Using your Personal Learning Checklist, and your revision 
book, review your areas for development and focus 
specifically on subject knowledge and recall of key dates 
and evidence. 

2) For each paper, identify the question foci, ( for example, 
the Asia and Nazi papers, use a number of 
source/interpretation questions). Be sure to remind 
yourself of what is expected to achieve a high grade 
answer. At the end of each chapter in your revision 
guide, there is an end of unit examination practice 
section.  

3) For some parts of the exam, there are no source skills 
required.  For these questions, focus on subject 
knowledge, detail, explanation and analysis. For the 
higher mark questions, you will need to use evaluation 
and counter arguments. 

http://www.kerboodle.com/


   
 

               Religious Studies GCSE 
 
 

 

Year 11 

 

Detailed revision booklets are available and given out to all Year 11 students.  

Handouts from the GCSE course are also given out to students to negate 

purchasing a textbook. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revision Tips 

Useful Websites  

Revision Books  

AQA GCSE 9-1 Sociology All-in-One Revision and 
Practice (Collins GCSE 9-1 Revision) 
ISBN-10: 0008227454 
 
 

Contains relevant content students will need for 
the exams and also provides exam help and 
guidance for students.  
 
 
GCSE information can be found at :  
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse
/sociology-8192/assessment-resources 

Revision Books  

Sociology  GCSE 

Useful Websites  

Additional revision resources can be found on Moodle. 

 

 

 

 



                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Paper 1: The human body and 
movement in physical activity and 

sport (30%) 

Paper 2: Socio-cultural influences and 
well-being in physical activity and 

sport (30%) 

 

• The structure and function of 
the musculoskeletal system 

• The structure and function of 
the cardio-respiratory system 

• Anaerobic and aerobic system 

• Short and long term effects of 
exercise  

• Lever systems 

• Planes and axes of movement 

• Health and fitness 

• Components of fitness 

• Principles of training 

• Training threshold 

• Prevent injury 

• Optimise training 

• Effective use of warm up and 
cool down 

• Demonstrate an understanding 
of how data is collected 

 

• Classification of skills 

• Goal Setting 

• IPM 

• Guidance and feedback on 
performance 

• Mental preparation for 
performance 

• Engagement patterns 

• Commercialisation of physical 
activty and sport 

• Ethical and socio-cultural issues 
in physical activity and sport 

• Physical, emotional and social 
well being 

• The consequences of a sedentary 
lifestyle 

• Energy use, diet, nutrition and 
hydration 

• Demonstrate an understanding of 
how data is collected 

  
NEA PART 1: Three chosen sports 

(30%) 
NEA Part 2: Written Assignment (10%) 

 
Pupils will be expected to complete a 
skills and context section in their chosen 
sports. The distribution of marks are as 
follows: 
 

• Skills (10 marks) 

• Context (15 marks) 

 

 
In addition to the practical 
element, pupils are expected to 
complete a single assignment 
which breaks down their 
favoured sport. The distribution 
of marks are as follows: 

• Analysis (15 marks) 

• Evaluation (10 marks) 

  

               Physical Education GCSE 

 
 

Revision Topics  

Revision Books  



Textiles 

 

               Art 
 
 

Art: Everything You Need to Know About 
the Greatest Artists and Their Works 
(Paperback)   
Author: Susie Hodge 
ISBN 9781848662209 
  
The Art Book 
Author: Phaidon Editors 
ISBN 9780714864679 
 
Colour 
Author: David Batchelor 
ISBN 9780854881604 
  
Fill in the Blank: An Inspirational 
Sketchbook (Paperback) 
Author: Elodie Chaillous 
ISBN 9781594745805 

 

 

 

 

Revision Books  

Useful Websites  
www.Pinterest.com 

www.Saatchi.co.uk 

www.Tate.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Revision Books  

Topics  

Useful Websites  

                 Textiles  
 
 

The Pattern Sourcebook: A 
Century of Surface Design 

ISBN: 9781780674711  

The Textile Artist: Layered 
Cloth: The Art of Fabric 
Manipulation - The Textile 
Artist (Paperback) 

Ann Small 

ISBN: 9781782213345 

www.pinterest.com 
www.vogue.co.uk 
www.elledecoration.co.uk 
www.selvedge.org 
www.tate.org 
 

http://www.pinterest.com/
http://www.saatchi.co.uk/
http://www.tate.org/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Art-Everything-About-Greatest-Artists-ebook/dp/B00HEG6UIO/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1406884723&sr=1-1&keywords=Everything+you+need+to+know+about+art
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Art-Book-Phaidon-Editors/dp/0714864676/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1406884796&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Fill-Blank-Inspirational-Muratyan-Varham/dp/1594745803/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1406884954&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Colour-Documents-Contemporary-David-Batchelor/dp/0854881603/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1406884907&sr=1-1
https://www.waterstones.com/author/ann-small/3496990
http://www.pinterest.com/
http://www.vogue.co.uk/
http://www.elledecoration.co.uk/
http://www.selvedge.org/
http://www.tate.org/


 

Revision Books  

Useful 

Websites  

Topics  

 

 

 

Revision Books  

 

Revision Books  

Topics  • Function and role of nutrients 

• Relationship between diet and health 

• Energy and food 

• Nutritional value and role 

• Nutritional needs of different groups 

• Cooking methods 

• Effect of preparation and cooking/processing on  
       foods and nutrients 

• Additives 

• Preservation 

• Food safety 

• Consumer education 

 

 

Useful Websites  
BBC Bitesize Food Technology 
www.foodafactoflife.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

3D Design 
 
 

Food and Nutrition 
 
 

• Architectural design  
• Interior design 
 • Product design  
• Exhibition design  
• Environmental/landscape design  
• Sculpture  
• Design for theatre, film and television  
• Jewellery and body adornment  
• Ceramics  
• Design communications 

 

 

 

 

www.pinterest.com 
www.elledecoration.co.uk 
www.fastcodesign.com 
www.tate.org 
www.behance.net 

Topics  

Useful Websites  

http://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/OCR-Food-Nutrition-GCSE-Economics/dp/0340983973/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1406885875&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/My-Revision-Notes-GCSE-Nutrition/dp/1444187783/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1406885959&sr=1-1
http://www.pinterest.com/
http://www.elledecoration.co.uk/
http://www.fastcodesign.com/
http://www.tate.org/
http://www.behance.net/


   

               Computing GCSE 
 
 

Revision Books  
Cambridge Nationals Level 2 Information Technology 

 

 

Useful Websites 
 

 

 
www.codeacademy.com 
 
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/information-
technologies-level-1-2-j808/ 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/z39tjty 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zwyb4wx 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zmr9wmn 

 
 
 
 
All revision resources are available  
on Moodle under Creative iMedia 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Revision Topics 
 Assessment Unit R013 – Developing technological solutions 

Assessment Unit R012 - Understanding tools, techniques, methods and 
processes for technological solutions  

 

http://www.codeacademy.com/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/information-technologies-level-1-2-j808/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/information-technologies-level-1-2-j808/
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/z39tjty
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zwyb4wx
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zmr9wmn


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

              Music GCSE  
 
 

Revision Books  

Useful Websites  

               
 

 

New Edexcel 9-1 GCSE Music 
Student Pack 

 
£35.00 on Amazon 
 
Includes detailed guide to the set 

works with practice listening 
papers and a pocket sized 

revision book  
 

 

 

 

 

 

New Edexcel 9-1 GCSE Music 

Student Pack  
£38.85 on Amazon 

 
Includes detailed guide to the set 
works with practice listening 

papers and a pocket sized 
revision book  

 

 

 

YouTube channel  
dedicated to all eight  
set works for the exam: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3q984EWyJe5fvJzadbO3lE0SoLPy-jZL 
 
BBC Bitesize revision guide with guidance and tasks on all aspects of music: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/music/ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3q984EWyJe5fvJzadbO3lE0SoLPy-jZL
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/music/


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revision Books  

Past Exam 
Papers  

Set Works 
Useful Links  

              Dance GCSE 
 
 

AQA GCSE Dance:  
Student's Book  
Maggie Clunie, Liz Dale & Lyn Paine 
£15.99 Amazon 
 

 

 

 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/sample-papers-and-mark-schemes/2019/june/AQA-
8236W-QP-JUN19.PDF 

 

 
Within Her Eyes: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FLNxAGDPNVo 

Emancipation of Expressionism: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZsALq261qa0 

Shadows: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2DDKCou-8s 

Artificial Things: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KaK3ThJSOwg 

Infra: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zUIzDijPD3M 

A Linha Curva: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2W8VX9a5daE 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FLNxAGDPNVo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZsALq261qa0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2DDKCou-8s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KaK3ThJSOwg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zUIzDijPD3M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2W8VX9a5daE


AQA GCSE Dance:  

Student's Book  
Maggie Clunie, Liz Dale 

& Lyn Paine 

£15.99 Amazon 

 

 

   

  

 

               Drama GCSE 
 
 

Revision Books  REVISE Pearson Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Drama Revision Guide Second Edition  
£5.99 
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/drama-
secondary/pearson-edexcel-gcse-91-drama/pearson-edexcel-gcse-9-1-drama-
revision-guide-second-edition 
 

 
 

 

Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Drama Student Book  £17.79 
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/drama-
secondary/pearson-edexcel-gcse-91-drama/edexcel-gcse-9-1-drama-student-book-
1#products 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Useful 
Websites  

BBC Bitesize: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zkvm2sg 

National Youth Theatre: 

https://www.nyt.org.uk/whats-on 

Royal Shakespeare Company: 

https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeares-plays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Student Book includes: 

• guidance and activities for studying and exploring all the set 
texts 

• support with analysing and evaluation live theatre 
• guidance on responding to unseen extracts in the exam 
• a preparing for your Exam section with sample answers and 

commentaries. 

 

Pearson Revise Revision Guide. Designed to complement 

the Student Book. 

Designed for hassle-free classroom and independent study 

with the one-topic-per-page format. 

Exam-style worked examples match the new specification 

and demonstrate good exam technique, whilst practice 

questions let students test their understanding of a topic. 

A level indicator shows students exactly what level they are 

working at. 

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/drama-secondary/pearson-edexcel-gcse-91-drama/pearson-edexcel-gcse-9-1-drama-revision-guide-second-edition
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/drama-secondary/pearson-edexcel-gcse-91-drama/pearson-edexcel-gcse-9-1-drama-revision-guide-second-edition
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/drama-secondary/pearson-edexcel-gcse-91-drama/pearson-edexcel-gcse-9-1-drama-revision-guide-second-edition
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/drama-secondary/pearson-edexcel-gcse-91-drama/edexcel-gcse-9-1-drama-student-book-1#products
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/drama-secondary/pearson-edexcel-gcse-91-drama/edexcel-gcse-9-1-drama-student-book-1#products
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/drama-secondary/pearson-edexcel-gcse-91-drama/edexcel-gcse-9-1-drama-student-book-1#products
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zkvm2sg
https://www.nyt.org.uk/whats-on
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeares-plays


Students are issued with a revision pack to support their revision in 
preparation for their external exam: Unit 3 Health and Wellbeing 

CACHE Level 2 Award in Child Development 
and Care 0-5 years 

 

Past Papers are available on student 
shared>practical learning coursework>CACHE 
level 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     Health and Social Care 
 
 Revision Books  

www.NHS.co.uk 
 
Watching programmes  such as casualty, 
Behind GP Doors and 24 Hours in A&E will 
support students to gain an understanding of 
professionals and procedures within the 
health and social care sector. 
 

 

 

 

 

               Child Development and Care 
 
 Students are issued with a revision pack to support their revision in preparation for 

their external exam: Unit 3-Childcare and Development 0-5 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.unicef.org/early-childhood-development 
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/childdevelopment/facts.html 
 

 

 

 

 

 
BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in 
Health and Social Care 

 

 

 

http://www.nhs.co.uk/
https://www.unicef.org/early-childhood-development
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/childdevelopment/facts.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               Hair and Beauty 
 
 

The theme this year is 1940s 
therefore watching films from 
this era and YouTube 
channels will be useful in 
preparation of synoptic 
assignment. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Useful Websites  

               Construction 
 
 Revision Books  

 

 

Past Exam 
Papers  

Students are issued with a revision pack to support their revision in preparation for 
their external exam that will consolidate: 

• Working in the built environment 

• Construction methods and materials 

• Maintenance, repair and refurbishment of buildings 

• Using tools to construct and maintain buildings 

 

Past exam papers will be issued and discussed during lessons. 
 

 

Useful Links  You Tube videos: painting and decorating, bricklaying, carpentry skills 
http://www.hse.gov.uk/ -full understanding and benefits.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

City and Guilds Level 2 
Technical Award in Hair and 
Beauty Studies. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Photography 

 
 

Photography Foundations for Art and 
Design: Foundations for Art and 
Design - A Guide to Creative 
Photography’ (Paperback)   
Author: Mark Galer 
ISBN 0240516001 
  
Adobe Photoshop CC for 
Photographers 2018’ (Paperback) 
Author: Martin Evening 
ISBN 978113B086760 
 

The Photography Book, 2nd Edition’ 
Author: Ian Jeffrey and Caroline 
Kinneberg 
ISBN 0714867381 
  
‘The Film Photography Handbook: 
Rediscovering Photography in 35 mm, 
Medium, and Large Format’ 
Author: Chris Marquardt & Monika 
Andrae 
ISBN 9781681980645 

 

 

 

 

Revision Books  

www.Pinterest.com 

www.Unsplash.com 

www.Magnumphotos.com 
www.Lomography.co.uk 
www.Ilfordphoto.com 
www.Thedarkroom.com 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Photography-Book-2nd-Ian-Jeffrey/dp/0714867381/ref=sr_1_40?ie=UTF8&qid=1539082848&sr=8-40&keywords=photography+books
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Photography-Book-2nd-Ian-Jeffrey/dp/0714867381/ref=sr_1_40?ie=UTF8&qid=1539082848&sr=8-40&keywords=photography+books
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Ian-Jeffrey/e/B001H6GIYS/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_40?qid=1539082848&sr=8-40
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Chris-Marquardt/e/B01BNV4Q7W/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Monika-Andrae/e/B01EVHTKFI/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Monika-Andrae/e/B01EVHTKFI/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_2
http://www.pinterest.com/
http://www.magnumphotos.com/
http://www.lomography.co.uk/
http://www.ilfordphoto.com/

